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Abstract: 

There is progressive evolution in the use of inhalable drug delivery systems (DDSs) for lung cancer 

therapy. The inhalation route offers many advantages, being non-invasive method of drug 

administration as well as localized delivery of anti-cancer drugs to tumor tissue. This article reviews 

various inhalable colloidal systems studied for tumor-targeted drug delivery including polymeric, lipid, 

hybrid and inorganic nanocarriers. The active targeting approaches for enhanced delivery of 

nanocarriers to lung cancer cells were illustrated. This article also reviews the recent advances of 

inhalable microparticle-based drug delivery systems for lung cancer therapy including bioresponsive, 

large porous, solid lipid and drug-complex microparticles. The possible strategies to improve the 

aerosolization behavior and maintain the critical physicochemical parameters for efficient delivery of 

drugs deep into lungs were also discussed. Therefore, a strong emphasis is placed on the approaches 

which combine the merits of both nanocarriers and microparticles including inhalable nanocomposites 
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and nanoaggregates and on the optimization of such formulations using the proper techniques and 

carriers. Finally, the toxicological behavior and market potential of the inhalable anti-cancer drug 

delivery systems are discussed. © 2017 Elsevier B.V. 
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