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Preface

The widespread use of non-sedating antihistaminic drugs for treatment of young and
geriatric patients potentiated the research to the analysis of these drugs in their
pharmaceutical products. Decongestants as pseudoephedrine hydrochloride and
phenylpropanolamine hydrochloride and analgesics as paracetamol are widely used in
combination with non-sedating antihistaminic drugs.

To guarantee th_e phan_nacological activity and quality of pharmaceutical products, it is
important to quantify .thelr active components with accuracy and precision. Moreover,
certain drug combinations are analysed especially for minor components in interfering
matrices.

Accordingly, advanced analytical methods like spectrophotometry and HPTLC are
used for performing the above-mentioned objectives. In this connection, drugs of different
basic nuclei are selected for the present study. These are the antihistaminic ebastine,
loratadine, desloratadine and cetirizine hydrochloride, in addition to some other co-
formulated drugs such as pseudoephedrine hydrochloride, phenylpropanolamine

hydrochloride and paracetamol.
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